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FUN STUFF FO R K I DS
OVE R TH E SUM M E R

‘We want to make sure families know that
we are still here, and it’s safe’
BY JULIA BAUM

With many people still unvaccinated for
COVID-19, Tri-Valley organizations are taking extra precautions and offering both virtual and in-person activities to make sure
everyone has a fun and safe summer — no
matter their comfort level.
“We are taking safety very seriously. We
are absolutely following every county and
state guideline,” said Michele Crose, assistant
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director of library recreation services for the
city of Pleasanton.
“At the same time, we want to make camp
and summer programs as fun as possible,
so we’re offering a plethora of opportunities, more so than last year,” added Crose,
who said the city’s programs will be strictly
following safety precautions with mandatory face masks, hand washing and social
distancing.
The majority of the city’s summer programs were previously indoors but “this year
we have made the change to hold as much
or all of our programs outdoors,” Crose said.
“Where we can do that, we are adapting
indoor spaces to create as much airflow and
cleaning opportunities as we can.”
Ultimately, Crose said, “We hope that
all families that are looking to come and
have some outdoor time, spend time with
our youth participants and have a different
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experience than they’ve had before, come to
our camps this year.”
For example, capacity for the city’s outdoor nature-based hiking program has been
restricted to 60% for the regular youth
program for 6 to 12 years old, and 80% for
the Wittle Ridge Runner Camp, which is for
children ages 4 to 6.
With more than 40 in-person and virtual
options available, Crose said participants can
have a socially distanced summer via the
city’s remote programs or mask up and have
fun “outside, away from home, experiencing



WRITE NOW!

something new this year.”
“We definitely found COVID has changed
how people feel about coming out (in public),” Crose added. “We want to make sure
families know that we are still here, and it’s
safe. It’s incredibly safe to come with us and
have the same fun experience as before.”
Safety amid the pandemic remains a top
focus for summer program organizers across
the Tri-Valley, both public and private.
Local nonprofit organization Sunflower
Hill, which serves adults with intellectual
See CAMPS on Page 14
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WHEN IT’S TIME
TO GO BACK TO WORK ...

HeadsUp!® Montessori centers offer
children 0 - 6 an enriched environment
in which they can grow to fulfill their
full potential.

# ##

"

    
Write Now! provides students the skills to write well and
the encouragement to love writing.
#"  !# ! (“Debate”)—develops students’ analytical,
public speaking, and advocacy skills.
 



#!"#"!!—focuses on preparing prose forms used in
school assignments and on fundamental writing mechanics.
 

• Year round, full-day program for ages 0-6
• Individualized Montessori curriculum
• International curriculum (Chinese, Spanish)
• Cultivation of thinking skills & personal values
• Bilingual Chinese-English classroom option
Pleasanton

San Jose

Palo Alto

4671 Chabot Drive
925-463-2885
Imelda Acosta, Dir.

2841 Junction Ave.
408-432-1644
Ryan Lee, Dir.

2800 W. Bayshore Rd.
650-424-1221
Kimberly Kostepen, Dir.

Learn More at www.headsup.org
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#" ! #"!!—concentrates on a variety of literary forms
(stories, plays, poems) and authentic self expression.


" 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM Free extended care available
 1 week: $500; 2 weeks: $950; 3 weeks: $1,350.










 
For applications and information: (925) 485-5750
writenow@headsup.org www.emersonmontessori.com

www.KidzKraftz.com

Sponsored by Stratford School

Fashion Design X Sewing XJewelry-Making

NOW ENROLLING
in our Dublin

It’s Happening…Summer@Stratford
With more camp options than ever before, Stratford offers the perfect summer
camp experience for your child, complete
with all the fun, enriching activities they
love, and the important safety measures
you expect.
From our ever popular Academic and
Specialty Camps, to our ALL NEW Day
Camps, children will have a wide range
of options to explore interests, discover a
world of wonder, make new friends, and
expand their horizons. It all starts with our
outstanding Summer Team, whose talent,
creativity and leadership set the tone for an
unforgettable experience.
Stratford’s Academic Camps are the
perfect way to enhance your child’s love
of learning while focusing on a specific
subject. From math and robotics to literature and creative writing, we have
something for every student. Working
independently and in small groups, students will apply real-life experiences to

Ages: 6 to 12 and Teens
Also available:
· Adult Lessons
· After-School Programs
· School Break Camps
· Mommy & Me Classes
· Sewing Clubs
· Parties & Special Events!

lessons learned in the classroom.
Add even more fun with Specialty
Camps — packed with hands-on experiences, Stratford’s Specialty Camps provide
campers with a variety of activities including robotics, to explore while discovering
new STEAM skills and talents!
All NEW Day Camps. Each week, students in Kindergarten through 5th grade
will jump into action as they explore science and nature, discover creative and
performing arts, participate in sports and
games, and so much more. Activity blocks
give campers a variety of experiences
throughout each camp day.
These innovative camps are available for
children ready for Preschool, Elementary,
and Middle School. Give your child the
Summer@Stratford experience they deserve and secure your space today!
Visit us online to learn more at stratford
schools.com/summer! Summer Camp
registration opens March 2021!

DISCOUNTS
Available!
Early Bird Registration Special!

(925) 271-0015

We offer:
· Flexible Scheduling
· Personalized Instructions
· Small Class Sizes
· Sewing Machines, Tools, Beads
· FREE Fabric for 1st day!
· PIZZA Party on last day!

Sponsored by Kidz Kraftz

Learn and have fun while sewing wearable clothing
Kidz Kraftz studio lets students be creative,
solve problems, improve their math and
reading comprehension skills and learn
fashion design concepts, sewing techniques,
basic pattern manipulation and fashion
illustration with classes focused on sewing
stylish, wearable clothing and accessories,
craft and jewelry projects.
Our school-break day camps, parties,
“Mommy and Me” classes, Girl Scouts
groups, private and year round afterschool classes for both children and adults
(ages 6 and up) taught in a nurturing and
comfortable environment, are not only
inspirational, but fun, and are customizable
based on individual skill level and progress.

We offer flexible scheduling, sewing /
serger machines, FREE fabric for the first
lesson, a pizza party on the last day of the
camp, Early Bird Registration Special, and
many other discounts.
For more information about Kidz Kraftz,
visit www.KidzKraftz.com. To enroll, call
Irina at 925-271-0015 or email irina@
KidzKraftz.com.

MORE OPTIONS THAN EVER BEFORE.
Stratford has designed the perfect summer camp
experience for your child, complete with all the fun, enriching
activities they love, and the important safety measures you expect.
From our Academic and Specialty Camps, to our all NEW Day Camps,
you can build a one of a kind Summer@Stratford experience for your child!

Don’t Miss Out!
SIGN-UP TODAY!

New
Pleasanton
Middle School

StratfordSchools.com/summer

CAMPS

OPENING
AUGUST 2021!

Preschool
THROUGH

8th Grade*

Danville Blackhawk

Pleasanton

Pleasanton Middle School

Preschool – Kindergarten
3201 Camino Tassajara
(925) 648-4900

Preschool – Middle School
4576 Willow Road
(925) 737-0001

Opening August 2021
3800 Stoneridge Road
(925) 621-8908

*Grades offered vary by location. Preschool State License Numbers: 073402482, 013420939. Copyright © 2021 Stratford Schools, Inc.
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Camp Connection

Tri-Valley Life

CAMPS
Continued from Page 10

and developmental disabilities, is planning
to squeeze in a few more participants in each
group for their outdoor gardening program,
bringing each cohort total to five people, according to Executive Director Edie Nehls.
“Planning for this summer this year was
really exciting for our staff because we’re
opening up a little more for people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities
and have underlying health concerns,” Nehls
said.
Last year the garden was deemed an essential business “so we kept our staff working out there,” Nehls said. “We very slowly
and methodically worked with the Alameda
County Public Health Department to bring
volunteers back out because summer is such
a big harvest season, and in fall we brought
really small cohort groups to the garden.”
Everything grown in Sunflower Hill’s organic garden — including tomatoes, fava
beans, broccoli, cauliflower, berries, and
peaches — was selected with the idea to
“make sure there are things that are accessible and easy for people with different motor
skills.”
“Picking raspberries takes very fine motor
skills compared to peach harvesting,” Nehls
said, adding, “doing the compost bins is a really great activity for people with really large,
big muscle group skills.”
“It definitely is an educational, therapeutic
life skills program,” Nehls added. “Not only
does it support their continued education, if
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Naturalist
Dan Hinkley
will talk to
the garden
club about
assembling
his 6.5-acre
garden,
Windcliff,
to include a
wide palette
of plants
from around
the world.

Garden club hosting naturalist
Hinkley to share ‘mistakes and miracles’ of huge garden project
BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI
GETTY IMAGES

somebody is working on the produce donations ... then maybe they’re responsible for
weighing the produce and writing down how
much the produce weighs.”
A new virtual cooking program geared
toward helping intellectually and developmentally disabled adults learn independent
skills such as adapted culinary techniques
also teaches new recipes.
Nehls said the culinary program is “trying
to dispel this belief that lumping kids with
IDD adults is OK. We’re trying to push them
up and out of the children’s category because
they’re not children, they’re adults.” Q

Sponsored by Emerson Montessori School / Early Learning Institute

The Livermore Amador Valley Garden
Club is partnering with the California Horticultural Society to present Dan Hinkley as its
monthly speaker, at 6:30 p.m. next Monday
(April 19) via Zoom and open to the public.
Hinkley, an award-winning teacher, nurseryman, naturalist and gardener, will share
his experiences creating a 6.5-acre garden,
Windcliff, surrounding his home on a bluff
overlooking Puget Sound, using plants from
western North America, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Chile and China. The
hour-long presentation will include mistakes
and miracles he found along the way.
Hinkley is committed to solid and

sustainable horticultural practices, and raising awareness of the diversity of plant life on
Earth as well as the magic and mysteries of
our natural world.
The Livermore Amador Valley Garden
Club is meeting online due to COVID 19 but
continues to support projects and gardens
of community benefit. At this time, Eden
Garden and Clare’s Fare Garden are on their
way to providing ample produce for the local
food banks this summer, the garden club
reports.
New members are always welcome; for
more information, visit www.lavgc.org. To
access the Zoom meeting, contact president@lavgc.org. Q

VFW Post to commemorate
Bataan Death March
Local veterans will walk 26 miles tomorrow

Good writing is key to a classical education
The Hacienda campus of Emerson
Montessori School is a different kind of
school. It shapes strong, competent, selfconfident individuals, not students who
would rather “follow the crowd.”
Emerson Montessori takes an innovative
approach to classical education. Students
progress at their own pace through skill
subjects and learners are never pushed beyond their capabilities or held back to wait
for others.
Larger, flexible classrooms provide students with their own cubicles and computers, as well as small-group and large-group
work spaces.
The curriculum—built on a Montessori
foundation—is designed to develop a complete human being. It includes art, music,
Chinese, Spanish, economics and business,
physical education, school tasks, and personal development.
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During the summer, the school is an
ideal camp environment to improve student writing, an activity requiring both
specific skills and the motivation to improve them. Rather than focus on the errors in student writing, the Write Now!
program fosters pride in student work by
emphasizing what is valuable about it and
how each draft represents an improvement
over the previous one. Teachers guide
students to understand that good writing requires the time to re-read, edit, and
re-write their work, in contrast to the “ondemand,” one-draft-only writing that is
taught in most schools.
For more information about the Write
Now! program and Emerson School, call
925-485-5750.

Pleasanton VFW Post 6298 will commemorate the 79th anniversary of the 1942 Bataan
Death March tomorrow with veterans and
friends hiking 26.2 miles through the TriValley in honor of those who suffered and
died.
On April 9, 1942, some 75,000 American
and Filipino soldiers surrendered to Japanese
forces in the Philippines and were forced to
march more than 60 miles through the jungles in the scorching heat. Thousands died,
and those who survived faced the hardships
of prisoner of war camps.
Participants in tomorrow’s memorial hike
will step off at 6 a.m. from Veterans Memorial

Hall, 301 Main St. in Pleasanton, and head
to the flag pole on First Street in Livermore.
From there, they will head northwest to the
main gate at Camp Parks in Dublin.
The third and final leg of the Bataan Memorial Death March will take the group back
to Veterans Memorial Hall via the Pleasanton
Veterans Memorial at Pioneer Cemetery.
This commemoration is part of a planned
series of nationwide events. To learn more and
to register for the event, go to bataanmarch.
com. Once registered, to join up with local
Tri-Valley veterans and friends on Saturday,
call Doug Miller at 998-9905. Q
—Dolores Fox Ciardelli

Pleasanton seeks teen
poet laureate
Pleasanton is accepting applications for
a 2021-22 teen poet laureate through April
30.
The post entails helping to foster an
appreciation for composing, reading, reciting and listening to poetry in and around
Pleasanton, bringing fun and creativity to
various city events during the year.
Eligible applicants include incoming
Pleasanton high school juniors and seniors who enjoy writing, inspiring others,
and are interested in contributing to their
community.
The teen poet laureate is a volunteer post
for one academic year. In the past, the teen

poets have led the following projects:
ï Poetry readings on campus
ï Assisting teachers with poetry programs
ï Open mic events
ï Pop-up poetry at the Pleasanton Public
Library
ï Poems set to music by the High School
Music Collaborative.
Prospective candidates can apply online
at www.firehousearts.org/teenpoet/. The
deadline is 5 p.m. April 30.
Applicants will be asked to participate in
a brief Zoom interview between May 3 and
13. Q
—Dolores Fox Ciardelli

