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By Tony Hicks / BCN Foundation

	 Save Mount Diablo’s land conservation di-
rector Seth Adams was just a few minutes into 
an interpretive hike of Mangini Ranch Edu-
cational Preserve, which the group formally 
opened last week.
	 About a half-mile down a gravel road from 
Concord’s Crystyl Ranch development, and 
the traffic of Ygnacio Valley Road, Adams 
stopped near a trickling creek to offer per-
spective on how nature and civilization rarely 
co-exist as they do around the mountain.
	 “Imagine that most animals have to drink 
every day,” Adams said on March 30. “And 
how valuable water is in the Diablo Range, 
where it is scarce. It’s a rugged landscape, 
which sort of forces evolution. Lots of micro 
habitats, micro-climates, exposures, geology, 
things like that.”
	 “I want you to think about how short a 
distance we just came, and that we’re in 
complete solitude now. There’s seven or 
eight million people within an hour’s drive 

of us. But here we are. What do you hear? 
Insects, birds ... me.”
	 The conservancy group eagerly showed off 
its 208 acres on Mt. Diablo’s north side, be-
tween Lime Ridge and Mitchell Canyon, which 
it bought from the Mangini family in 2007. 
	 The former ranch’s wildlife includes western 
burrowing owls, bobcats, coyotes, American 
badgers, and the endangered California red-
legged frog. The area’s rare plants include the 
Mount Diablo buckwheat and Hospital Can-
yon larkspur wildflowers, and the desert olive 
grove.
	 During the official ribbon-cutting ceremony 
before about 35 SMD board members, em-
ployees, volunteers, and a few local dignitaries, 
the group’s executive director Ted Clement 
said the land was seriously at risk for develop-
ment. The Mangini family instead sold to the 
preservation group for $1.45 million — a far 
smaller sum than they could’ve got elsewhere. 
	 “It’s a great location for conservation,” Clem-
ent said. “We have brought students and 

volunteers to do a number of things ... all these 
great teachers started saying ‘It’s really special 
when we can bring our students to this pre-
serve and have it to ourselves for the day. We 
have an intimate experience in nature. It’s safe. 
It’s controlled.’”
	 “So we started to work on this concept of 
creating an educational preserve for the pub-
lic, where any school, any group — a church 
group, an addiction recovery group, you name 
it — could reserve this property, free-of-charge 
for the day, to come out and have an intimate 
experience with nature.”
	 Adams said the area features more than a 

half dozen “plant communities.” A shady area 
is at the top of about a mile-and-a-half single-
track loop, where school groups can spend 
hours learning. Much of that hike is through 
areas Save Mount Diablo has re-planted and 
taken other steps to preserve the ecology.
	 “We’re actively giving nature a hand,” Adams 
said.
	 The Mount Diablo buckwheat flower, which 
was believed extinct from the 1930s until 
being re-discovered in 2005, has been spotted 
on the property, as well as other areas on the 
mountain, which is the only known place it 
grows. Adams said, put together, there’s less 
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Bring out their best this summer!
Spark curiosity. Discover new skills. Make friends. Stratford 
offers the perfect summer camp for your child, complete with 
all the fun, enriching activities that inspire learning and promote 
independence, in a safe, nurturing environment. 

With more options to explore, you can build a one of a kind 
Summer@Stratford experience for your child!  

CAMPS Preschool THROUGH  Grade 9* 

Camp Registration Now Open! 
StratfordSchools.com/summer

Pleasanton
Preschool — Grade 5 
4576 Willow Road
(925) 737-0001 

Pleasanton Middle School
Grades 6-8
3800 Stoneridge Drive
(925) 621-8908

 *Camps offered vary by location. Preschool State License: 013420939. Copyright © 2022 Stratford Schools, Inc.
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Seth Adams, land conservation director for Save Mount Diablo, leads a group hike at the Mangini 
Ranch Educational Preserve.

Mangini Ranch 
Educational Preserve 

opens near Mount Diablo
‘It’s really special when we can  

bring our students to this preserve’
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Also available:
· Adult Lessons
· After-School Programs
· School Break Camps
· Mommy & Me Classes
· Sewing Clubs
· Parties & Special Events!

We offer:
· Flexible Scheduling
· Personalized Instructions
· Small Class Sizes
· Sewing Machines, Tools, Beads
· FREE Fabric for 1st day!
· PIZZA Party on last day!

DISCOUNTS
Available!
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in our Dublin

Fashion Design ◆ Sewing ◆ Jewelry-Making

Ages: 6 to 12 and Teens

Early Bird Registration Special!

www.KidzKraftz.com

(925) 271-0015 

Sponsored by Kidz Kraftz

Kidz Kraftz studio lets students be creative, 
solve problems, improve their math and 
reading comprehension skills and learn 
fashion design concepts, sewing techniques, 
basic pattern manipulation and fashion 
illustration with classes focused on sewing 
stylish, wearable clothing and accessories, 
craft and jewelry projects.

Our school-break day camps, parties, 
“Mommy and Me” classes, Girl Scouts 
groups, private and year round after-
school classes for both children and adults 
(ages 6 and up) taught in a nurturing and 
comfortable environment, are not only 
inspirational, but fun, and are customizable 
based on individual skill level and progress.

We offer flexible scheduling, sewing / 
serger machines, FREE fabric for the  first 
lesson, a pizza party on the last day of the 
camp, Early Bird Registration Special, and 
many other discounts.

For more information about Kidz Kraftz, 
visit www.KidzKraftz.com. To enroll, call 
Irina at 925-271-0015 or email irina@
KidzKraftz.com.

Learn and have fun while sewing wearable clothing

 
 

Sponsored by Stratford School

Stratford provides the perfect summer 
camp experience for your child, com-
plete with all the fun, enriching activi-
ties they love, and the important safety 
measures you expect. With more op-
tions to explore, including Day Camps, 
Academic Camps, Specialty Camps, and 
Sports Camps, you can customize a one-
of-a-kind experience that makes your 
child shine! 
Day Camps

Each week, students in Kindergarten 
through Grade 5 jump into action as 
they explore science and nature, discover 
creative and performing arts, participate 
in sports and games, and so much more. 
Our specialty activity blocks give camp-
ers variety throughout each camp day.
Academic Camps

Looking for a more robust academic 
camp experience? Enhance your child’s 
love of learning while focusing on a 
specific subject. From math and robot-
ics to literature and creative writing, we 
have something for every student as they 
work independently and in small groups, 
and apply real-life experiences to lessons 
learned in the classroom.
Specialty Camps

Add even more fun with our specialty 
camps that are packed with hands-on 
activities and experiences for camp-
ers to discover new STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) 
skills and talents. Whatever your child’s 

interests are, we have activities for them 
to explore!
Sports Camps

Our rigorous sports camp promotes 
skill building and teamwork, exposes 
children to new activities, and helps es-
tablish healthy exercise habits. We bring 
sports specialists from around the area 
to help each camper improve, practice, 
and play their favorite sport or learn a 
new one.

Summer@Stratford offers children 
ample opportunities to explore, discover, 
make new friends and learn new skills. 
It all starts with our outstanding camp 
counselors, whose talent, creativity, and 
leadership set the stage for this unforget-
table experience. 

Innovative and enriching programs are 
available for children ready for Preschool, 
Elementary, and Middle School. Give 
your child the Summer@Stratford expe-
rience they will remember!

Register today and find out more at 
stratfordschools.com/summer! 

It’s Your Child’s Time To Shine

Sponsored by Emerson Montessori Schools / Early Learning Institute

The Hacienda campus of Emerson 
Montessori School is a different kind of 
school. It shapes strong, competent, self-con-
fident individuals, not students who would 
rather “follow the crowd.”

Emerson Montessori takes an innovative ap-
proach to classical education. Students prog-
ress at their own pace through skill subjects 
and learners are never pushed beyond their 
capabilities or held back to wait for others. 
Larger, flexible classrooms provide students 
with their own cubicles and computers, as well 
as small-group and large-group work spaces.

The curriculum — built on a Montessori 
foundation — is designed to develop a com-
plete human being. It includes art, music, 
Chinese, Spanish, economics and business, 

physical education, school tasks, and per-
sonal development.

During the summer, the school is an ideal 
camp environment to improve student writ-
ing, an activity requiring both specific skills 
and the motivation to improve them. The 
Write Now! program fosters pride in student 
work by emphasizing what is valuable about 
it and how each draft represents an improve-
ment over the previous one. 

For more information about the Write 
Now! program and Emerson Montessori 
School, call 925-485-5750.

Good writing is key to a classical education
Emerson 
                 SchoolsMontess

ori

WRITE NOW!

For applications and information: (925) 485-5750 

writenow@headsup.org  www.emersonmontessori.com 

Cost:  
1 week: $500; 
2 weeks: $950; 
3 weeks: $1,350.

Hours: 
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
Free extended care available

Grades: 2-8

nowenrolling 

2022
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Presentation Skills 7/18 - 7/22 
Expository Writing 7/25 - 7/29 
Creative Writing     8/1 - 8/5

Summer Writing Camps
“The writer is an explorer.”  

- Ralph Waldo Emerson
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than an acre of buckwheat left.
	 Local State Assemblymember Rebecca Bau-
er-Kahan, who chairs the State Assembly’s 
Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee, helped 
cut the ribbon before following Adams up 
the trail. She said the preserve helps promote 
equity in education by giving access to all stu-
dents, free-of-charge.
	 “We talk about it all day, but you guys are 
actually doing the work,” Bauer-Kahan told the 
group. “This is the work that needs to be done 
to ensure that our kids and our communities 
have the future they deserve.”
	 Clement said he’s often asked his opinion of 
the world’s biggest environmental challenge.

	 “After many years in the field, I’ve come to 
the firm conclusion that the biggest environ-
mental threat is the lack of deep, intimate, 
meaningful relationships between people and 
nature,” he said, adding:
	 “That’s really the problem. If we can align 
our hearts and minds with the natural world, 
we’ll have the love and will to solve problems 
like the climate crisis, overpopulation, pollu-
tion. So it starts with our relationship with the 
natural world. That is the most critical thing.”
	 The Mangini Ranch Educational Preserve is 
available to groups of three to 100 people (no 
overnight camping) by reservation. For more 
information, go to https://bit.ly/3uJP4uN. n
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